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Essay Rubric

	(4) Advanced
	(3) Proficient
	(2) Partially Proficient
	(1) Unsatisfactory

	· Achieves the intended purpose through effectively selected ideas;

· Offers ideas and details that capture and engage the reader;

· Maintains reader’s interest with creative, original, and/or insightful arrangement of ideas;

· Flows smoothly and may contain covert transitions
	· Establishes and sustains purpose;

· Presents ideas supported by specific details;

· Develops the purpose with an introduction, logical arrangement of ideas, and a satisfying conclusion;

· Utilizes appropriate transitions to connect ideas
	· Vaguely establishes or does not sustain purpose;

· Offers limited or irrelevant ideas and/or details;

· Obscures purpose through weak organization and/or gaps;

· Offers minimal or inappropriately predictable transitions to connect ideas
	· Does not establish purpose;

· Lacks ideas and details;

· Lacks beginning, middle and/or ending;

· Fails to connect ideas

	· Compels reader to respond and/or interact with text, demonstrating a keen sense of audience;

· Evokes powerful images through word choices;

· Shows evidence of risk-taking with language for purpose, subject, and audience;

· Manipulates sentences to add energy, interest, and rhythm.
	· Has appropriate voice for purpose, subject, and audience;

· Utilizes a variety of precise and vivid vocabulary;

· Contains accurate vocabulary specific to purpose, subject, and audience;

· Exhibits a variety of simple, compound, and complex sentences, contributing to a rhythm with only minor interruptions
	· Demonstrates a limited sense of audience;

· Offers limited or vague vocabulary;

· Offers misused vocabulary for the purpose, subject, and audience;

· Presents a limited variety of sentence lengths and structures.
	· Fails to engage the reader;

· Distracts reader with incorrect or incomprehensible vocabulary;

· Utilizes inappropriate vocabulary for purpose, subject, or audience;

· Contains awkward or flawed sentence structures.

	· Reflects a skillful use of a range of conventions;

· May demonstrate a purposeful manipulation of conventions for stylistic effect.


	· Contains generally correct grammar, usage, spelling, punctuation, and/or paragraph breaks;

· May contain errors that do not interfere with meaning.
	· Contains noticeable errors in grammar, usage, spelling, punctuation, and/or paragraph breaks;

· Contains errors that disrupt meaning.
	· Reflects limited skills in conventions;

· Contains extensive errors that impede meaning.


Name___________________________________
Total Score_______________

Average Score=            4         

 3        
 2        
1   

Points Equivalent=     50pts  

 40pts   
30pts   
20pts

Percent Equivalent= 100%   

 80%   
 60%  
 40%

